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rom my earliest youth, [ remember that the children would ask each
. other on the first morning of Pesach, "How long did your Seder last?”
This was true in my youth, and it is still the case today.
If the children were to ask me this now, | would answer them, "l made
wpsure to eat the aftkoman before chatzos (midnight).” According to some
"~ poskim, even the recitation of Hailel should be completed before chatzos. |
must point out that the present-day practice in which all the children read
from their prepared sheets which they received in school is not exactly in
accordance with the mitzvah of 712% nam, and you shall tell to your children,
etc. (Shemos 13:8) The children have started a new mitzuah of 31K nam
JnK7, you shall teach your father and mother, which makes it extremely
— before chatzos.

Rather than discourage the children from actively participating, they
should keep their remarks brief, so the father, or other leader of the Seder,
can read the text of the Haggadah and explain the nissim of yetzias
Mitzrayim. However, the children should be encouraged to say their divrei
Torah during the meal if there is time or, otherwise, during the daytime

_meals of Yom Tov..

E VERY YEAR there returns a night in the life of the Jews.that is

. set aside for the Jewish father to explain_to his children the
%\mggg[rlg of being a Jew. This night is pervaded by the spirit of a

living nation of indestructible vitality. There resounds in it the

sad plaint of a nation tried by suffering, surrounded by enemies;
the proud triumphal.song of a nation never defeated, outlasting
all peoples and empires; and the hymn of praise of a nation close
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3 On Seder night, it is a mit
events surrounding yetzia

&

asei d'Oraisa to retell to one's. children the

(@éiﬁ]._lf one has the zechus to have children

o}"g randchildren, it is a mitzvah for the father or grandfather to hand down to
them the details of yetzias-Mitzrayim. The saying of so-called “gute vertlach,”
good, short pieces of Torah, is very nice, but if these are not details of the
narrative of yetzias Mitzrayjim — or its meaning and message — they are not

a part of this mitz

ah. On Seder night, the children are encouraged to ask

It is from his own experiences that the father tells his

cl'_lilcix-'ejn. He does notuéﬁee{k to them as an individual, weak and

“mortal, but as representative of the nation, bearer of its national

history, demanding from them the loyalty to be expected, not by
him, indeed, but by the nation looking to its members. Woe unto
the child who turns away in this night of national reflection, in a
Spirit of superiority objecting to the unleayened bread and the bit-

ter herbs: “What does this service, which may have made sense
for yoiqg_ ancestors, mean to you?”’ — To you and not to him? As
"he withdraws. himself from the nation, you, too, should exclude
him, as is said: ‘For the sake of this (Pesach servicez G-d did this
for me when I departed from Egypt’ — for me but not for him:
had he been in Egypt he, in his disloyalty, would not have been

to its G-d, happy in misfortune, certain of its future. He knows_

the nature of Judaism who has grasped the.meaning of this night:
the Pesach night, the national night of Judaism.”"
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® The exodus from Egypt is not, to the Jewish nation, a legen-
dary tale from ages long passed by, but historical certainty born
from our own experience. It is as a witness to its truth that the
father stands before his children this night ... he who heard it
from the mouth of his father, closing the chain which across
thousands of years links the slives of the Egyptians to their
youngest descendants. =

_~~Imevery generation the Jew has to look upon himself as if
he himself had gone forth from Egypt; as is said: ‘And thou shalt
declare unto thy son, on that day, saying that for the sake of this
(Pesach service) G-d did this for me when I departed from Egypt.”
For it was not only our ancestors whom the Holy One, Blessed is
He, redeemed from Egypt but us, too, He redeemed with them; as
is said: ‘And He brought us from there, that He might bring us to
the land which He swore unto our fathers’.”

redeemed....” -

(o
In Egypt, by ou readiness to accept the Divine Law, we
[became a nation, G-d’ , nation, even though we had neither [and
nor state. Qur transgréssions have robbed us of Temple, state
and. land. Ever since then, like in Egypt, “have enemies‘arisen'
against us to destroy us, generation after generation: but the Holy
One, Blessed is He, delivered us out of their hand ... ": for we still
remain G-d’s nation, as long as we guard His Law. G-d kéeps His
pledge to our father Avraham; It was this which always stood by
our ancestors and us’’ and which will lead us back into the land
that G-d swore unto our forefathers,
. II—IaI[eluyah! Join in the Jewish national anthem, sung by King
David in his hymn to the Divine government of history! History

belongs to us, and so does the future. In Egypt we vanquished the -

death that befalls nations. At Sinai we received the light which

wherever we are, turns "bondage into freedom, sorrow into joy,
mourning into holidays, darkness into great light — Halleluyah!”
< He who has ever lived through this Pesach night, and has

entered into its spirit, cannot doubt that the Jews are a nation.
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N Judaism does not — in the manner of religions — a.im to gain
acceptance by “convincing” the individual, but by giving him as
the member of a nation, historical self-consciousness: "“You are
my witnesses!’” exclaims the prophet Isaiah. The mere fact of
your existence, here and now, is meaningless if you do not accept
your past. Only one choice is left to you: if you affirm your
history, it will give you a sense of being at home even ab'road, t}‘xe
pride of a historic mission, and the triumphant confidence in
ultimate redemption which you yourself will help to bring abO}l’i;
if, however, you withdraw from the historic sphere into wth1ch
you were born, you will fall amidst the multitude of nations,
without past or future, haprimered and beaten, trodden down and
crushed, until you cover the ground — dust of culture.
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5 The Talmud declares that “we begin with the shame and con-
=¥ clude with the praise” (Pesahim 116a}. This is the principle that
governs the order we follow in maggid. However, the Sages dis-
agree on what “the shame” refers to. Rav maintains *the shame is
that “originally our fathers were idolaters.” Shmuel counters with
"we were slaves in Egypt,” This difference of opinion goes to the
heart of our celebration on Passover night. '
Rav says that our fathers were idolaters, and on Passover we
celebrate our liberation from idolatry. The real shame in Egypt was
not the physical servitude but the spiritual enslavement. The Jews
were so strongly influenced by the i‘c%[atrousprmthe Egyp-
tians that they did not truly believe in their God. The triumph then

celebrates our being set free to become worshippers of the
Almighty God. Shmuel holds, however, that the real shame is the

physical enslavement and the denigration of the human persona-
E’ﬂ/_,ﬁand what we thus celebrate is our physical emancipation. The
Haggadah combines both opinions, thérefore imparting the lesson
that our shame was both the physical as well as the spiritual en-
slavement and that in the end we rejoice over our physical freedom
as well as our newfound nearness to the Almighty. We begin the
Haggadah, nevertheless, with the position of Shmuel: *“We were
slaves unto Pharach in Egypt.”
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4 And the father responds to his son's very intelligent observation: “You
know why all these normally trivial matters are so important tonight? It is
because tonight, we have a special guest at our table: The guest is the

;*Ribbono Shel Otam Himself! Tonight is the night of Hashem; tonight Hashem

pays special attention to us.” KIT OT¥B YD DKMYINY 112 K DMWY 97
on 7 Dt 3 525 ey m mu a1 is a night of anticipation for
Hashem lo take them out of the land of Eygpt, this was the night for Hashem,
a protection for all the Children of Israel for their generations (Shemos 12:42).

The father explains, "From the beginning of our creation as a nation,
HaKadosh Baruch Hu paid special attention to us on this night. He appeared
to our forefathers on this night when He redeemed them from Egypt. And
every year, on this night, He comes to you, the ensuing generations. [t is only
on one night a year (or two in chulz la'arefz ) that we have this experience, and
that is why it is so special.”

This way of explaining it is borne out by the wording of the paragraph
1 o2y, which is a paraphrase: DTyRR 71 140%N OTIYND FYY7 ) D2y

1y .
"Jl'&nd the Eternal brought us
forth from Egypt ’—not by a
ministering angel, not by a
fiery angel, not by a messen-

gef, but by Himself, in His
glory, did the Holy One,
blessed be He, as the Bible
records: “And I will pass
through the land of Egypt on
that night, and I will smite all
the first-born in the land of
Egypt from man to beast, and.

10 7173, We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, and Hashem took us out of
Egypt with a strong hand (Devarim 6:21), with which the baal Haggadah
begins the father’s response. However, upon reaching the words 111167, he
- adds his own wards: 111 ML) Y11 AP TR OWR TR, to complete the

narrative.
This is so, because having reached the word i1-1-7177, the baal Haggadah

*nterrupts and expresses the thought: “Before we go any further, let us know
that at the core of our emunah lies the fact that our redemption was effected
by HaKadosh Baruch Hu Himself, as 11'1%K; He perscnally redeemed us —
bichvodo u'v'atzmo — He, Himself, Personally, from Egypt. Tonight we are to
remember that it is 1% K31 W Y. Tonight is God's night. # .

So the father tells his son, “You rightfully pointed out ‘that tonight
everything is different. And how is it different! Tonight is dedicated to
17177 to s kYT R K S K57 0K gw k57 1, k51 . Tonight
is oY ... nY KT oy ‘7‘-'7 it is the night when we transmit the basic

¥ elements of our emunah to you, the next géneration.”

against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments. It is I, the
Eternal.”
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A Ran Siab an Rroec

So the “unasked " question remaits: “With what zechus were our forefa-
thers redeemed from Egypt?”

The answer to this question is that our forefathers were redeemed from
Egypt in the merit of their emunah that HaKadosh Baruch Hu would redeem
them. This is evident from the following.

The Torah tells us: 153K T3 Yy nixvm wK 7y mI 012723 W20 NKA7IK)
(Shemos 12:8), which means that Bnei Yisrael ate the korban Pesach together
with matzah and maror while they were yet in Mitzratyim. The obvious
question here is: When our forefathers ate the first korban Pesach in
Mitzrayim, during the night of the fifteenth of Nissan, together with matzah
and raror, not a single bechor had yet died in Mitzrayim. The korban Pesach
had to be eaten yitona, quickly, before chatzos, even though HaKadosh
Baruch Hu had not yet “spared the Jewish houses,” 77t? 13 "n3 Sy noy,
during makkas bechoros. Also, the neis of the unleavened dough was yet to
occur the next morning, hours later. Therefore, our forefathers ate the

The answer to these questions is inherent in the father’s answer, i1 W1ay3
oM¥YRHn NKY3 1"? 71 gy, which must be given in the presence of matzah and
méfor, and, if possible, korban pesach. And the meaning is that when Ha-
Kadosh Baruch Hu commanded our forefathers to eat the korban pesach with
matzah and maror while still in Mitzrayim, they did so with absolule emunah
that the promise of HaKadosh Baruch Hu to redeem them would occur. They
ate the korban pesach and matzah as if the events that these symbols were to
commemorate had already occurred; and the maror as if their redemption
had occurred so long ago that they had to be reminded of the bitterness that
they had experienced. And it was in the merit of this emunah — 71 M3ya —
that Hashem acted on our behalf, DynR "NKY3 5 11 fpy. | merited the
redemption, because | kept the mitzvos of pesach, matzah, and maror as I was
preparing to leave Mitzrayim. | kept these mitzvos before the events that they

were to commemorate actually occurred. My emunah was so strong that L_}Q'

considered these events as if they had actually already occurred.

~#» And this story has to be retold again every year, in the presence of pesach,
matzah, and maror, on the night of the fifteenth of Nissan, K17 013, to
emphasize that we merited our redemption from Egypt because of our total
emunah in HaKadosh Baruch Hu — that night in Egypt — that the geulas
Mitzrayim would actually take place.
3 The power of emunah is such that it converts the future into the present.

We express this concept in our tefillah. The text of the berachah of techiyas

hameisim is, DOk RO K KD, At the end of time techiyas hameisim will
occur, and we are so -co.nvinced that it will occur, that we end the berachah,
o e, You revive the dead, in the present tense, as if we have already
witnessed the meisim (corpses) rising from their graves.
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In remembrance of the holy
Temple, we do as Hillel did in
. Temple times: he put matzah
and bitter herbs together and
ate them as a sandwich, in
order to observe literally the~”
words of the Torah: “They:
shall eat it (the Passover offefing) with matzah and bitter herbs.”
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Eat ¢ sandwich of bitter herbs and the bottom matzah and say:
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